Crowd Counting
On August 28, 1963, Martin Luther King, Jr. was the final speaker at the "March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom". In what was apparently
an unscripted part of his speech, prompted by a shout from the famous gospel singer, Mahalia Jackson who called out, "tell them about the dream,
Martin", he told about his dreams of freedom and equality arising from a land of slavery and hatred. This has become the most famous part of his
speech on that day as he addressed an estimated 250,000 civil rights supporters.
Below is a picture of that event.

The National Park Service was responsible for estimating that crowd size. The NPS oversees preparation for events on National Park property
and expecting the correct number of attendees is crucial to their logistical preparations.

At the time, there weren't drones with cameras to get an overview of the size of the crowd. There were no tickets to get into the event or turn
styles to pass through to enter the crowd. Counting was and still is tricky.
Counting crowd size became contentious 32 years later during the Million Man March, October 16, 1995. Of course the organizers of the event
wanted to have a count of at least a million men, (this was an all-men event) but the National Park Service announced that 400,000 men had
attended. This undersized number was highly debated. From that time on, the National Park Service no longer made crowd count estimates.
So, who was closer to the correct count of the crowd size at the Million Man March in 1995, the National Park Service or the organizers of the
march?
Below is a picture of the Million Man March. Martin Luther King, Jr.'s son, Martin Luther King III, spoke at this rally along with many notable men
and women.

How would you go about trying to approximate the size of this crowd? What information would you need?
Sources: http://www.wsj.com/articles/the-400-000-man-march-a-brief-history-of-crowd-counting-1444987800
https://en.wikipedia.org/
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