
Steve Jobs, 1955 - 2011 
 
Steve Jobs was born on February 24 1955, in Los Altos California.  He studied as an undergraduate: physics, literature, and poetry, at Reed 
College, Oregon, an interesting combination of subjects. Steve Jobs formally only attended only one semester at Reed College, however, he 
remained at Reed crashing on friend's sofas and auditing courses including a calligraphy class, which he attributes as being the reason Apple 
computers had such elegant typefaces. 

1955: Steve Jobs is born to Joanne Carole Schieble and Abdulfattah John 
Jandali, a young unwed couple in San Francisco, Calif. on Feb. 24. He was 
adopted by Paul and Clara Jobs of Mountain View, Calif. 

1974: Jobs landed at videogame company Atari Inc. and resigned after 
months to go to India. 

1975: Jobs and his friend Steve Wozniak created a prototype computer in his 
parents' garage. A year later, they both co-founded Apple Computer to sell 
their machines. They started out with the Apple I.  The Apple Corporation was 
named after Steve Job's favorite fruit. The Apple logo was a representation of 
the fruit with a bite taken out of it. The bite represented a play on words - bite 
and byte. 

1977: The Apple II is launched and became the first successful mass-
market computer. It stayed in production for 16 years. 

1980: Apple III launched as a commercial failure because of faulty 
construction. 

1983: Apple launched the Lisa, which was also unsuccessful. It was the first 
personal computer controlled by on-screen icons (the way computers are set 
up today, like windows) activated at the click of a mouse. 

1984: Apple launched the Macintosh computer that had disappointing sales, 
but received good reviews. 

1985: Apple closed half of its six factories. They also downsized by more than 
1,000 employees and declared a quarterly loss. Jobs goes head-to-head with 
John Sculley in a boardroom battle. He lost and was forced out of Apple. 

 

1986: Jobs bought the computer graphics division of Lucasfilm Ltd. This 
company was owned by Star Wars director George Lucas. Jobs then 
created what is now known as Pixar Animation Studios. 

1987: Macintosh II is launched. 

1988: Jobs founded NeXT Computer, but it only sold 50,000 computers. 

1995: Pixar releases Toy Story, the first full-length computer animated 
film. Jobs was CEO and the film got worldwide success. 

1996: Apple buys NeXT for $429m and used Jobs' technology to build 
the next generation of its own software. 

1997: Jobs became an interim CEO at Apple. 

1998: The iMac launched. It is a self-contained computer and monitor. 

2001: The first iPod is sold in October and was a commercial success. 

2003: The iTunes music store is launched in April. 

2005: Jobs gave an inspiring commencement speech to young Stanford 
University graduates. He spoke about his health and life in itself, 
passing on his life's wisdom. 

2007:The first iPhone is launched 

2010: The iPad launched in April and 3 million devices are sold in 80 
days. Nearly 15 million iPads were sold worldwide by the end of the 
year. Apple's annual sales reach $65 billion, an increase from the 
reported $8 billion in 2000. 



Pictures of some of Steve Job’s creations: 

  1975 Apple1 
computer 

 

1998 iMac G3 1999 Power Mac G3      

 

2001 iPod 2010 iPad 

Use the line below to create a timeline of Steve Jobs life/accomplishments/ideas.  Not every piece of info from the table needs to be included.  
Include at least ten that you are interested in and put them on a time line below.  Make sure the timeline is to scale.  How many inches or 
centimeters long is one year (or ten years) on your timeline? 

 

 

 

                    

 

 

What is your favorite Steve Jobs contribution?  Why? 
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