
How much does it cost to make a Harry Potter movie?   
 

The last of the eight Harry Potter movies was released in 2011, yet the Potter movies and books remain 
very popular.  In fact the movie Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them, is based off the companion 
books to the Harry Potter series.  Fantastic Beasts will be a trilogy, with a movie coming out in 2016, 2018 
and 2020. Fantastic Beasts will have the same producer as the first eight Harry Potter movies, David 
Heyman.  The movie will take place 70 years before the Harry Potter series, around 1920.  Newton 
Scamander will be the main character.  
 
We know it costs a lot of money to make a Harry Potter movie, and the spinoff to the series will probably 
be no different.  To get a rough idea of how much Fantastic Beasts will cost to make lets take a look at how 
much each Harry Potter movie cost to make.  The table below gives the cost in U.S. Dollars to make each 
of the Harry Potter movies.  
 

Release Date Movie Production Budget 

Nov 16, 2001 Harry	  Potter	  and	  the	  Sorcerer's	  Stone	   125,000,000 
Nov 15, 2002 Harry	  Potter	  and	  the	  Chamber	  of	  Secrets	   100,000,000 
Jun 4, 2004 Harry	  Potter	  and	  the	  Prisoner	  of	  Azkaban	   130,000,000 
Nov 18, 2005 Harry	  Potter	  and	  the	  Goblet	  of	  Fire	   150,000,000 
Jul 11, 2007 Harry	  Potter	  and	  the	  Order	  of	  the	  Phoenix	   150,000,000 
Jul 15, 2009 Harry	  Potter	  and	  the	  Half-‐Blood	  Prince	   250,000,000 
Nov 19, 2010 Harry	  Potter	  and	  the	  Deathly	  Hallows:	  Part	  I	   125,000,000 
Jul 15, 2011 Harry	  Potter	  and	  the	  Deathly	  Hallows:	  Part	  II	   125,000,000 

 
What is the typical or “average” budget of a Harry Potter movie?  Make sure to use math in your response 
and explain how you determined the typical budget. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Extension: Create a Box Whisker Plot of the Potter movie budget data.  Determine if any budget amount is 
an outlier.  If it is, remove that value form the data set and recalculate the median and mean of the data.   
 
 
 
Note: How do you use a box whisker plot to determine if a value is an outlier?  According to www.purplemath.com: 
“The IQR is the length of the box in your box-and-whisker plot. An outlier is any value that lays more than one and a 
half times the length of the box from either end of the box. That is, if a data point is below Q1 – 1.5 × IQR or 
above Q3 + 1.5 × IQR, it is viewed as being too far from the central values to be reasonable. “ 
 
 
 
Sources: Movie data: http://www.the-numbers.com/movies/series/HarryPotter.php, 
http://harrypotter.wikia.com/wiki/Fantastic_Beasts_and_Where_to_Find_Them_(film_trilogy)  

Brought to you by www.YUMMYMATH.com 
 


