
The lifespan of an Internet meme ... Do the Harlem Shake 
 

 
 
This was a weird and fascinating event.  On February 2, 2013, a video was uploaded at 1:17 in the 
morning of a rendition of the song The Harlem Shake.  The song was published in May 2012 by Harry 
Bauer Rodrigues (who goes by Bauer). 
 
Five teenage long boarders (a long skate board rider), known as The Sunny Coast Skate (TSCS) from 
the Sunshine coast of Australia, were bored one rainy afternoon and made up a strange dance and 
filmed it. It became a phenomena = The Harlem Shake. 
 
The plot of the video was simple and easy to mimic.  One dancer gyrates near other disinterested people 
and when the bass voice enters the song, all of the people begin to gyrate.  Costumes and weirdness is 
often involved.  New videos of different Harlem Shake renditions have been uploaded to YouTube at a 
phenomenal rate and the number of people that are Tweeting or blogging about the Harlem Shake is 
incredible. 

Tweets, blogs, and posts by day that mention the Harlem Shake 

 
Each data point gives the total of posts for one day 

 
There’s an expression, “A picture says a thousand words”.  I think the graph of this meme’s life span 
shows a lot. 
 

1. Study the graph.  What do you notice?  What do you wonder?  List some observations and 
questions below. 
 
 
 
 

2. The video was uploaded early Feb 2nd, after about how many days had it been mentioned 
100,000 times? 



3. How much longer did it take for the video to be mentioned 200,000 times? 
 
 

4. Please study the graph and try to fill in my missing data. 
 Number of days needed to reach 

the next 100,000 viewers 
After Feb 2nd how many days (approximately) had it been posted100,000 times?  
After 100,000 posts, how long did it take before 200,000 posts mentioned it?  
After 200,000 views, how long to 300,000 views?  
After 300,000 views, how long to reach 400,000 views?  
After 500,000 views, how long to 700,000 views?  
 

5. What can you say about the rate of views of this meme? 
 
 

6. Judging from the graph, after how many days of Harlem Shake posts existence did the meme 
reach its peak in viewership? 

 
 

7. Do you think this was linear growth and that you could just calculate the slope of this graph to 
predict its future?  Please explain. 
 
 
 
 

8. For what stretch of days do you notice the greatest growth in social media posts of the video?  If 
that growth rate would have continued how long do you think it would have taken for the Harlem 
Shake to reach 1 million social media posts per day?  2 million?  
 
 
 
 

9. On what date did Harlem Shake’s mention in social media dramatically decrease?  How can you 
tell this from the graph? 
 

 
 

 
10. Have you heard it mentioned recently? 

 
 

11. About how many total social media posts were there of the Harlem Shake over this period?  Give 
a good, well thought out estimate and describe how you came to your estimate. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source:  http://blog.us.cision.com/2013/02/lifecycle-of-a-viral-video-the-harlem-shake-down/ 
http://www.mtv.com/news/articles/1703415/harlem-shake-copyright-claims.jhtml 
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